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CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 2390 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR ID PO PT AS 

SUBJ: GOI DENIES PLANS TO SEIZE PORTUGUESE TIMOR 

REF: A. JAKARTA 2285 B. CANBERRA 1212 

BEGIN SUMMARY: FONDEPT SPOKESMAN AND CABINET SECRETARY 
SUDHARMONO BOTH ISSUED DENIALS FEB 25 IN RESPONSE TO 
AUSTRALIAN PRESS REPORTS THAT INDONESIA PLANS TO SEIZE 
PORTUGUESE TIMOR BY FORCE AND DISCLAIMED AGGRESSIVE OR 
COLONIALIST DESIGNS BY GOI. SUDHARMONO EQUIVOCATED, 
HOWEVER, BY SAYING THAT NEITHER DOES INDONESIA WISH TO 
BE VICTIM OF AGGRESSION OR COLONIALISM, THUS PRESERVING 
POSSIBILITY OF LATER CLAIM THAT A TAKEOVER IN TIMOR 
JUSTIFIED IN SELF DEFENSE. FOLLOWING BASED ON PRESS 
REPORTS FEB 25, 26. END SUMMARY. 

1. ANSWERING PRESS QUERIES AFTER LIMITED CABINET 
SESSION FEB 25, SUDHARMONO DENIED REPORTS IN FOREIGN PRESS, 
CITING DIPLOMATIC SOURCES, THAT INDONESIA PLANNING 
TO SEND TROOPS INTO PORTUGUESE TIMOR IN NEAR FUTURE 
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WISH TO CARRY OUT AGGRESSION OR COLONIZATION; NOR DOES IT 
WISH TO BE THE VICTIM OF AGGRESSION OR COLONIALISM. 

2. HE SAID INDONESIA SUPPORTS DECOLONIZATION OF 
PORTUGUESE TIMOR; IF PEOPLE THERE LATER WISH TO IOIN 
INDONESIA, AND IF THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH INDONESIAN 
CONSTITUTION, THEY WILL BE WELCOMED "WITH OPEN ARMS." 

3. MEANWHILE FONDEPT SPOKESMAN ISSUED STATEMENT THAT 
INDONESIA HAS REPEATEDLY STRESSED IT HAS NO TERRITORIAL 
AMBITIONS OR INTENTIONS TO SEIZE PORTUGUESE TIMOR BY 
FORCE, AS ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED IN FOREIGN PRESS. 

4. STATEMENT NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT FLIGHT OF REFUGEES 
FROM PORTUGUESE TIMOR INTO INDONESIA "POSSIBLY CAUSED 

BY FEARS FOR THEIR SAFETY AS RESULT OF RECENT DEVELOPMENT 
IN PORTUGUESE TIMOR." HOWEVER, STATEMENT SAID, 

INDONESIA MUST ACCEPT REFUGEES FOR "HUMANITARIAN REASONS," 
ALTHOUGH PROBLEM OF TIMOR IS "INTERNAL" AND INDONESIA 
WILL NOT "INTERFERE." 

5. COMMENT: SUDHARMON'S EQUIVOCAL STATEMENT THAT 
WHILE INDONESIA HAS NO AGGRESSIVE 
COLONIALIST DESIGNS 

ON PORTUGUESE TIMOR, NEITHER DOES IT WISH TO BE VICTIM 
OF AGGRESSION OR COLONIALISM PRESERVES POSSIBILITY FOR 
ATER CLAIM THAT INDONESIAN TAKEOVER JUSTIFIED FOR 
REASONS OF SELF DEFENSE. FONDEP STATEMENT CONCERNING 
REFUGEES REFERRED TO REPORT IN OFFICIAL ANTARA-- 
EVIDENTLY GOI INSPIRED-THAT 300 REFUGEES FROM 
PORTUGUESE TIMOR HAVE FLED TO INDONESIA AS RESULT OF 
INTIMIDATION AND TERROR BY LEFTIST/COMMUNIST PRO- 
INDEPENDENCE FORCES (REF A), SEVERAL PAPERS ALSO RAN 
STORY FEB 26 ABOUT $14 MILLION GOI ROAD IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM IN INDONESIAN TIMOR- WITH LOCAL MILITARY 
COMMAND CLERLY IDENTIFIED AS RESPONSIBLE FOR 100-KILOMETER 
STRETCH LEADING TO PORTUGUESE TIMOR BORDER. THIS STORY 
(FEATURED ON FRONT PAGE OF ARMY-BACKED AND LEADING 
TIMOR BAITER BERITA YUDHA DIRECTLY OPPOSITE SUDHARMONO 
STATEMENT) MIGHT BE ANOTHER SIGN OF MILITARY CONTINGENCY 
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